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Comparing and Contrasting Club and High School Soccer


Club and high school soccer can be compared and contrasted in many different ways.  Club soccer is an organization that you pay a monthly fee for which is supposed to be for the very best.  You try out for the team and it is very completive.  Participants are expected to travel statewide.  High school soccer is when you play soccer for the high school which you attend.  Club and high school soccer can be compared because they are both playing soccer and your goal is to win a state championship, however they can be contrasted through traveling, cost, style of soccer, playing time, location, and size of fields, along with referees.


The first contrast between club and high school soccer is traveling.  In club soccer you are required to travel outside of your hometown multiple weekends during a season.  If there is a tournament you will most likely travel outside of the state so that your team can play better and different competition.  Games for club soccer occur most of the time on the weekends with an occasional weekday game.   Also many players don’t live in the town in which their team is located.  Some players travel hours to every practice and game just to be a part of that team because they want to be the best.  In high school soccer, you don’t travel outside of the state often.  You travel to the other schools in what is called the region.   A region is defined as similar size schools in a close geographic region.  You may travel farther within the state to play better competition and these games occur most always during Monday through Friday.  There are not players traveling from far away to play on the best team because it is illegal.  Players can only play for the schools in which they are zoned to go to school.


Another contrast between high school and club soccer is the size of the fields and the referees, which leads to a difference in style of play.  In club soccer you play on much larger fields than high School soccer.  Club soccer fields are much wider because they have the room to make them wide.  Most high school games are played on the football fields.  This changes the strategy of the game tremendously. If you are playing on a high school field you must play more direct to the forwards and cannot play out wide as well.  If you are playing on a club field you can move the ball side to side much more easily and it improves the style of soccer.  Also referees become a factor in soccer because in high school you use mostly a two-man system, where as in club you always use a three-man system.  This also affects the game because in a two-man system, referees can miss a call because there is not another referee to assist them,  In a three-man system, the percentage of calls made correctly goes up because there is that third referee to assist them.


High school soccer it is virtually free to play because you are playing for your school.  In club soccer it is the complete opposite; you pay for everything.  Club soccer has a monthly fee, coaching fee, travel fee, and on top of that you must pay for hotel rooms for tournaments and food.  Just for fees in club soccer you will pay around 150 dollars a month.  If you have a tournament that month you will obviously pay much more.  Because you pay more for club soccer, playing time is more balanced than in High School soccer because it is hard to sit someone out who is paying tons of money to be on the team.  In high school soccer, if you are one of the best players you will most likely play most if not all of the game.  

Club and high school soccer can be compared in that obviously they both involve the playing of soccer and the total goal is to win your games and eventually win the state championship.  If you were to ask most good high school teams what their ultimate goal was they would most likely tell you they would want to win their state championship.  To do this, you have to go through playoffs without losing a game which is a very tough thing to do, but winning the state championship is the Ultimate goal as there is nothing beyond it.  If you were to ask a club soccer team what their goal was they would tell you to win the state championship because once you win this you can take the next step which is Regionals and then lastly Nationals.  Club teams want to win state not only not only because it is a great accomplishment, but because you must win state to move on.


Club and high school soccer can be compared and contrasted in many different ways.  They are both very competitive and the goal is always to win and winning state is the ultimate goal.  There are many ways in which to contrast them some including cost, playing time, and traveling.  They are both very fun in their own ways however, right now with our current economic situation high school soccer seems like the better choice.  I enjoyed playing and am thankful that I was able to enjoy both club and high school.


